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Christ is Born! 
Христос 

Рождається! 
Sunday after the Nativity   

December 26th, 2021 
Неділя по Різдві ГНІХ

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS 
BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV 

 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

good will toward men (Lk 2:14) 
 

Christ is born!  Glorify Him! 
 

Beloved in Christ! 
Icon – Denis Tymchyshyn ↑ 

 

Today we share with you a great joy that was first received and shared by nameless shepherds of 
Bethlehem, who outdoors in an open field watched over their flock in the middle of the night. As described by the evangelist 
Luke, when an angel of the Lord appeared to them, at first, they were filled with fear. But the angel spoke to them: “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:10-11). And then, when the shepherds heard the angelic choirs sing, “Glory to God in 
the highest,” they said to one another: “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us” (Lk 2: 15). And they went, they found Mary and Joseph with the Child, and, having given them due 
reverence, went out and told others about Jesus. 

The good news of Christmas is a feast of trust—not only of trust shared among us, human beings, but, above all, of 
God’s trust in humankind. We often speak of our faith in God, but rarely do we make note of God’s good will towards us, His 
faith and trust in us. The Lord entrusted the first good news about the birth of the Divine Child to simple shepherds, and then 
He shared the Good News of the Gospel with the myrrh-bearing women, with fishermen and tax-collectors—with simple and 
largely unknown people. 

In Christ’s Nativity, the Heavenly Father entrusts His Only-begotten Son to humanity, and God becomes man! The 
angelic choir proclaiming “peace on earth to men of good will” speaks to the fact that God sees man as worthy of his trust and 
favour, preference and good will (which is how we literally translate the Greek term, eudokia). He sees us as good and believes 
in us. He sees us not only as we are today, with all our weaknesses and sinfulness, our poverty and perplexity. The Son of 
God sees in us His Image. In His incarnation, He takes on our human nature and teaches us to see Him, the Saviour of the 
world, in a small child. Seeing us as people of His good will, He sees us as those who we can become by the power of His 
grace just as loving parents see in their child a talented future writer or artist, a good mother or tender and responsible father, 
the leader of a people or their mighty protector. 

In this Christmas mystery, the figure of the Theotokos personifies the trust that we humans should foster towards our 
Creator and Saviour, in response to God’s trust in us. The Mother of God, who holds in her arms the tiny Jesus in a cold 
stable, teaches us that we can and must trust God and our neighbour, since the Lord loved us first and entrusted Himself to 
us. In receiving the word of the archangel, she gives God space in her own body, gives Him her humanity—her human nature. 
Then St. Joseph, the guardian of Jesus and His Mother, having learned that Mary is pregnant, at first thinks of quietly releasing 
her. But, when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said: “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 



your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” (Mt 1:20), he believed, entrusted himself to God, and did 
everything as the angel commanded, justifying the Lord’s trust in him. 

We live in a world where trust is not merely wounded, but under constant attack. A great crisis of trust is felt in different 
spheres of social and even church life. Through new communication technologies, the manipulation of truth, which has always 
existed throughout human history, today is carried with lightning speed all over the globe. We no longer know what to believe 
and whom to trust. Our understanding is permeated with the conviction that in the world there is no truth and no justice, and 
that at every step there is only deception, falsehood, and duplicity. 

This dramatic situation is illustrated in the icon of the Nativity. The evil spirit, depicted 
in the form of an elderly man dressed in sheepskin, tempts Joseph, seeking to give rise to 
doubt in him regarding the Child and His Mother. This should surprise no one, for the devil, 
as the father of lies (see Jn 8:44) at every step seeks to sow mistrust and doubt regarding 
God’s good will towards us, and fosters interpersonal conflict at all levels, in personal, family, 
and community life. The current pandemic has further increased this crisis of trust. Given 
that the virus hides inside a person, the other for me becomes a potential source of illness, 
and even death. This introduces into human relations elements of suspicion, fear, and 
escape. 

Our attitude towards social and government institutions is also marked by mistrust. 
Various conspiracy allegations regarding the safety of the coronavirus vaccine augment a 
mistrust of authority, that is already prevalent in our society, and bring out in our fellow 
citizens even greater confusion and fear for the future. People don’t believe the government 
and other institutions called to care for the common good and for social health services, as 
is their responsibility. Possibly, because of the history of the 20th century, post-Soviet 

societies have a greater tendency, than do other parts of the world, to disbelieve government institutions, and thus easily 
become susceptible to all sorts of manipulation and propaganda. Similarly, in the politically polarized countries of the Western 
world, the spreading of fear and mistrust is also utilized as an instrument of political warfare. However, it is important to 
remember that when we adopt a principle of “I don’t believe anyone,” we always play into someone else’s hands, someone 
exploits our disappointment for their own purposes. Mistrust destroys human relations at all levels. Mistrust destroys the 
family, society, a people, and nation! 

In response to our present-day temptations regarding mistrust, the Lord Himself comes in order to reveal the truth and 
embrace us with His trust. On the vigil of the Nativity, we sing: “You have shone forth from a Virgin, O Christ, rational Sun of 
Righteousness. And a star showed You, Whom nothing can contain, contained in a cave. You led Magi to worship You and 
along with them we magnify You: Glory to You, O Giver of Life” (Vespers Troparion). To celebrate Christ’s Nativity is to trust 
the Divine Child who conquers death and, by accepting human life, brings the gift of His Divine Life. Christmas is not some 
devotional tale but a unique event in history, which bears witness to the Lord’s trust in humankind. God believes in His creation. 
He believes in us more than we believe in ourselves. 

Through faith in God, in His birth among us, let us restore our trust in a humanity that searches for Him! Let us be people 
of God’s favour and let us learn to place our favour in others—to see in them their good characteristics, gifts and talents, 
abilities, and elevated spirit. Although today the circumstances of a spreading virus at times require us to cover with protective 
masks our mouths and nostrils, but in God’s name, let us not close off our hearts to others! Let others see joy, love, and 
goodness in our eyes! Indeed, in the midst of the challenges and trials of the pandemic, let us be heralds of Divine good will. 

My wish is that, following the example of the Holy Family, our families be a place of mutual respect, love, and trust. I 
especially ask you, beloved parents, to foster a spirit of trust in your children, so that, when they encounter the challenges of 
this world, they know that they can always count both on you and on our Lord God, who entrusted them into your care. At 
various stages of your children’s growth, cultivate and build trust and mutual respect in joy, love, and patience. Be for them 
their first teachers of profound faith, an example of fervent prayer, encourage them to serve their neighbour at an early age. 
Give the greatest of attention to the time of transition from 
childhood to youth, take care that your children know how to 
distinguish between the false and the authentic, between 
divine truth and diabolical falsehood. May your offspring know 
that not only you believe in them and are able to see their 
future in realized talents and divine gifts, developed in their 
souls, but that our Lord God Himself believes in them and calls 
on them to do His good works in the world. 

And so, let us celebrate Christmas together! Wherever 
we may be, through mutual trust let us create today our own 
Bethlehem! Those who celebrate in their family circle—with 
sincere joy. Those who are compelled to be far from your 
loved ones—with a sense of spiritual unity. Those who are 
able to come to church—with a profound experience of the 
feast’s solemnity and with love for Christ who gives Himself to us as spiritual food as a sign that He believes in us. Those who 
participate in divine services online—with a blessed longing for our brothers and sisters in Christ. Let each of us share our 
Christmas joy with one another—any way we can! And may the traditional Ukrainian carol resound throughout. 

Dear brothers and sisters! This festive day I express to you my trust and faith, that you yourselves intuitively sense how 
to properly greet the newborn Saviour, and know how to share the joy of this encounter with those at your side. With Christ’s 
Nativity, I warmly greet you all: from East to West, from North to South—in Ukraine and abroad, on all the continents of the 
world. In a special way, I unite myself to those who are sad or feel lonely, to all who labour far from home and precisely in this 
moment experience the absence of their loved ones and miss the warmth of the family home. I express my condolences to 



those families for whom this year it is painful to sit at Christmas Eve supper, when at the table there is an empty seat, not long 
ago occupied by a father or mother, husband or wife, brother or sister, son or daughter. With tearful eyes be joyful in the faith 
that today your loved ones are celebrating in heaven. I share my Christmas joy with our elderly—grandmothers and 
grandfathers, and also with the needy. I sincerely greet our soldiers on the front line—our pride. My thoughts fly to our 
prisoners of war and those held captive: in conveying my Christmas greeting I encourage you to not lose spirit, for our Lord 
God Himself believes in you. I greet our children and youth—our future, and wish that today your smile not leave your face, 
and that your joy be full. 

From the bottom of my heart, I wish all of you the authentic joy of the children of God, a tasty kutia, a cheerful celebration 
of Christ’s Nativity, and a happy, peaceful, and blessed New Year! 
 

Christ is born!  Glorify Him!    † SVIATOSLAV 
** See more Christmas Messages on our Archeparchial Website: www.archeparchy.ca 

________________________________________________________ 
        We will accommodate everyone, in various ways, this Christmas season, but you will have to choose 

which service you and your family will attend. so… you would be wise to register in advance by           
email by sending a brief note to                        BVMWelcome@shaw.ca. as to preferred time and the number of 
people in your group OR by leaving a message at 204-582-4466. 

 

 
 

VIGIL LAMPS 
 

Sanctuary Lamp - In loving memory of + Andrij Witrowych from Antonina and 
Erena Witrowych 

 

Christ Icon – For health and God's blessings for granddaughter Lena Andres on 
the occasion of her birthday from Baba Agnes Yasenko & family 

 

Mother of God Icon – For Lorraine Putasnick: blessings on the occasion of her 
84th birthday Dec. 28, 2021 (from family) 

 

Please let us know your Vigil Lamp intention at least a week ahead of time. What a beautiful 
way of prayer, knowing that the candle burns for a week for your intention! 

 

DONATIONS - Week of Sunday December 19: $ 4,108.40       (Envelopes 76)     
       (Sunday – 1,445.00)  (candles – 98.40) (‘Christmas’ – 1,165.00) (‘Carolling’ – 1,085.00) 
 

Expenses:  $ 2,010.82   (Cathedraticum, elevator maintenance, light bulbs, etc) 
 

Our Parish is always grateful for all donations – be they regular Sunday donations or in memoriam donations or special 
donations of any kind… this is what keeps our parish going and even able to plan for the future.  God bless you for your 

generosity and thoughtfulness about the good of your parish! 
 

Special Donations:  
 
 

In memory of +Irene Prokop   
Marian Garrity  $25 
 
Church Needs  
John & Olga Haligowski  $60 
Robert & Lynda Staub    10 
Bonnie Mandzie     50 
Janice Gray      50 
  

Christmas Flowers  $ 75 
 
Church Needs $1,000 
     We received a special occasion donation for 
which we are thankful - by a “Christmas baby” – 
Dr. Andrij Baranjouk, who was born on 
December 25. In celebration of his birthday, and 
in thanksgiving for all of God’s grace, he made 
a donation of $1000 this week “for the needs of 
the parish”. Thank you very much!  Сердечно 
дякуємо!

 
 

     The Marriage Box  
Every week, we will pull two new tips out of our box. (We have about 20 or so.)  
Try to follow each tip throughout the week and see what comes of it.  If you and 
your spouse have any extra tips, let us know and we'll add them!  
5.  Encourage your spouse. When my wife tells me she appreciates something I 
did, even if it was small, it makes my day. There’s nothing like a well-timed note 

of encouragement, or spoken words of appreciation.  It’s been said that we should provide five times 
the encouragement that we do of criticism or correction. Work on upgrading the ratio in your 
relationship. 
6.  Wives, tell your husbands what you want. He can’t read your mind. 
 



 
 

CAROLLERS TO YOUR HOME – UNDER YOUR WINDOW? 
      (Remember the scene in the 1962 Taras Bulba movie where the seminarians carol under the 

balcony of the nobility? Well,,,, you might have the same experience… A group of carolers 
from various parishes in the Winnipeg will be going out on Monday (December 27) to share the joy 
of Christmas and to carry on a wonderful tradition. Due to covid they will remain outdoors and carol 
at the front entrance. Donations are accepted but not required and will be given to the parish of your 
choosing. To invite them, call Ivas' Zulyniak:  204 805-1151.  З Різдвом Христовим!" 

 
 

Please pray for the sick and shut-in members of our Blessed Virgin Mary parish 
family, and be in touch with them when you can. 

"O God Our Father, We ask You to restore to physical health those of our parishioners 
who are weakened with illness, give peace of mind to those troubled with worry and comfort 
to those discouraged with problems. Help        them find in them the days of their strength, a 
faith and trust in You and a love for one another to guide them through any health 
challenges or troubles they may face. Amen."  

Holy Family Home: Stephania Demkiw, Lorraine Putasnick,, Adam Romanchuk 
Maples Care Home: Anna Paslawsky, Eleanor Harik 
 

 



FLAME FROM 
BETHLEHEM! 
We received last minute 
notice of this this year, 
but we want to share it 
with all parishioners 
that would like... 
The Ukrainian scout 
organization PLAST 
has joined scouting 
organizations from 
Austria and around the 
world to bring a flame 
from the place where 
Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem to people of 
good will throughout the 
world! Even this year 
when travel is so 
complicated, they have 
managed to bring us a 
link not only 
to the 
Archeparchy, 
but right to 
our parish 

(Thursday 
morning). We have lit several candles in our church from the candle we received and the flame 
will be used on Christmas eve. A lamp will be placed on the tetrapod with the flame and those 
who would like may bring a lamp or candle and transport the flame to their homes this Christmas. 

 
 



Schedule of Services December 26, 2021 to Jan. 2, 2022 
Come! or at least join us online:               Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church - YouTube 

Sun. December 26, 2021.    Sunday after Christmas. Synaxis of BVM, and feast of St. Joseph, her spouse 
    7:20 a.m. 3rd Hour & Rosary 

           8:00 am Divine Liturgy - Служба Божа - For all parishioners 
         10:00 am Divine Liturgy - Служба Божа - For all parishioners 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
      Mon., Dec. 27      7:20 a.m. 1st Hour & Rosary  
      St. Stephen, first Martyr  Post-feast   10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy... For parishioners' deceased loved ones         
     Acts 6:8-15; 7:1-5; 47-60                   (“Angels Tree”)   
      Matthew 21:33-42 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tues., Dec. 28     7:20 a.m. 1st Hour & Rosary   
Martyrs in Nicomedia  Post-feast   8:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy.................  For +Nadya & +Eugene Dershko;  
James 3:1-10                                   +Teresa (parents & sister) 
Mark 11:11-23  by Gregg Dershko    
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Wed., Dec. 29             7:20 a.m. 1st Hour & Rosary 
Holy Innocents  Post-feast   8:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy............ For +Helen Moroz  
James 3:11-4:6      by Jean Zalitach 

       Mark 11:22-25                     6:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy ....... For +Anna Stasiw (40 days) by Jan Hryndzio 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thurs., Dec. 30  7:20 a.m. 1st Hour & Rosary   
Martyr Anysia  Post-feast  8:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy.............. For my parents Sylvia and Ed Holowich,  
James 4:7-5:9.                                                                           my sister  Christine and niece Anne   

        Mark 11:27-33                                by  Michael Holowich 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

       Fri., Dec. 31                                                  NEW YEAR'S EVE!  
      Venerable Melania    9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy.............. For +Anne Kuchma (15 yrs) by Pat ,  Janet  &  Ken  
       1 Peter 1-2,10-12,2:6-10    
       Mark 12:1-12        5:00 pm Thanksgiving Divine Liturgy (Bilingual)  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sat., Jan. 1                          NEW YEAR!!  Circumcision of Our Lord Jesus Christ; feast of St. Basil 
St. Basil    9:20 a.m. 1st Hour & Rosary 
Col 2: 8 - 12  10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (bilingual).... for all Parishioners 
Luke 2: 20 - 21; 40 - 52     
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sun., Jan. 2        Sunday before Theophany 

        8:00 am Divine Liturgy - Служба Божа 
      10:00 am Divine Liturgy - Служба Божа - For all Parishioners    

                

 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
Christ is born! Glorify Him!    Христос Рождається! Славіте Його! 

 

 With this greeting and response we will joyfully greet each other for the next (almost) 40 days as we 
celebrate and declare the news of the coming of the Christ at the same time! We have fasted (hopefully 
to some degree) as we contemplated the great mystery of God's plan of salvation and prepared 
ourselves to welcome the newborn Christ into our lives all over again. Now we celebrate and continue 
the amazing journey of our faith throughout the year.  One of the aspects of the enchanting mystery of 
Christmas is why God chose to have his only-begotten Son to be born in utter poverty in the cold of the 
night in a makeshift shelter for animals in a half-cave. After enjoying our Christmas meal and as we sit 
back to think, and/or enjoy the company of family, let's not only talk about the last game or politics or 
that topic that we have been talking about for the last two years. Let's talk about what Christmas is all 
about. If no one else is in the house with us, let's call someone or go on Skype and chat with someone 
and, again, in the course of our conversation let's ask the question: "What's this Christmas all about?" 
No, really... why Mary and why Joseph? Why the hardships? Why the rejection at the inn and why a 
most stark setting for God to be born into the world? The God Who created the heavens and the earth, 
and willed that each and every one of us would "be", chose to be born into this world as one of us, 
because of His love for each of us .... that we would not miss out on the joy and Glory that He wanted 
for us from the beginning (and we were hopelessly making a mess of it and losing it). What's that all 
about? What does that mean for you? What does that mean to me and my life? We seldom speak of 
such things. Let's make this Christmas the time that we not just talk about "stuff", but the things (the 
only things) that really matter at the end of the day.    Father Michael

 


